


2   The Scoop    Fall  2016 www.nesimmental.com



The Scoop      Fall  2016     3www.nesimmental.com



Front Cover Design
by DKD Enterprises- Diane K. Duren

If anybody has a colored photo that they would like to have
considered for front page usage, please mail it to 

PO BOX 150, Rising City  NE  68658-0150

NSA Board of Directors
Brandon Luebbe,  President  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(402) 643-5071
Nick Petersen,  Vice-President  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(402) 720-7476
Dave Zeis,Secretary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(402) 720-1967
James Felt  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(402) 369-0513
Jake Ruth  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(402) 367-8390
Scott Trauernicht  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(402) 239-1272
John McBee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(573) 682-7894
Mark Smedra  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(308) 293-9163
Jim Zvolanek  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(402) 674-3374
Diane Duren, Executive Director  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(402) 367-2272

Postmaster:

Please send The Scoop
address changes to:

Nebraska Simmental Association

Diane Duren, Editor & Publisher

PO Box 150

Rising City  NE  68658-0150

Get To Know Your NSA Board Member!
My name is Jake Ruth and my wife is

Cassie.  We both attended UNL where
we met, receiving degrees in Ag Busi-
ness and Education.  Cassie continued
her education at UNK earning a Master’s
Degree and is now a Speech Therapist.
Cassie is originally from Oxford, NE.  We
reside in Rising City, NE; two miles from
where I grew up.  We help on the family
farm and are owners and operators of
Ruth Simmentals, along with my parents
Russ and Barb Ruth. 

My parents started raising Simmen-
tals back in 1979.  They were part of the
Barrister breeders and I can still remem-

ber all of the yellow and white Fleckveigh cows as a young kid. As I grew older we
focused more on purebred Simmental and Simm-Angus cattle.   I grew up show-
ing Simmentals at the county, state, and national level. Several of the cattle we cur-
rently own are previous 4-H projects or  trace back to previous show animals. 

Currently we run around 200 head of cattle.  We run 80 head of papered per-
centage and purebred cows and use the remainder in our embryo transplant and
AI programs.  We offer bulls, breds, and opens in the Blue River Gang Production
Sale held at the family farm in Rising City on the second Sunday of February.  This
year will mark our 35th Annual Sale!

Feel free to stop by any time to visit or talk cattle.  Our phones are always on
so please call.  We always welcome friends and family of the cattle business.  We
look forward to seeing those we have already met and meeting those of you we
do not know down the road!

Sincerely,

Jake and Cassie Ruth
Ruth Simmentals
Rising City

The Nebraska Simmental Scoop is a non-profit publication prepared by the NSA for the purpose of pro-
moting Nebraska Simmental cattle.  The NSA Simmental Scoop is printed four times per year.  (Janu-
ary, March-April, Sept/October, November/December), as per schedule dates and is mailed to 3,400
American Simmental Association and Associate members, as well as commercial cattlemen in the
State of Nebraska and surrounding  states.

Nebraska Simmental Scoop
www.nesimmental.com

Diane Duren, Editor & Publisher
PO Box 150

Rising City  NE  68658-0150
(402) 542-2119 - Office (402) 367-2272 - Cell
E-mail Address:  dianeduren60@gmail.com

or www.nesimmental.com
Please contact the above named for 
advertising, subscriptions, editorial or 

change of address.

The NE State Fair was well attended by NSA members and the

highlights of the purebred and low percentage female and bull shows

are on Page 15-17. 

Now is the time to be thinking about your entries to the 2017 NE

Cattlemen’s Classic in February 2017.   Please contact Diane Duren

if you are in need of any information for entries due November 25th

at 402-367-2272. Remember we will show the 3/4 bloods with the

PB’s. For all animals entered to show and sale at the NE Cattle-

men’s Classic they must be considered TF (Tested Free), or PF

(Pedigree Free), or DF (Documented Free) or AF (Assumed

Free).  Other entries that show up as PR (Population Risk) or

CL (Carrier in Lineage) must be blood tested and be considered TF, or PF, or DF, or

AF by the ASA by January 1st (not just submitted for testing by January 1st).  All

substituted animals must be blood tested and be considered TF, or PF, or DF, or AF

by the ASA by February 7th. Any entry that is considered TC (Tested Carrier) is not

eligible to show/sale in the Simmental division. (Please let Diane know if you are sub-

stituting)

Fall and winter sales are approaching. Many of our faithful Scoop supporters have ads

in this edition.  Please take time to read their advertisements and we hope you will con-

sider attending several of these fall/winter production sales. 

Make sure to read Page 4 and Page 14 for a spotlight on your NSA board members. 

Until next time, 

Diane

From the NSA Executive Director..........
Diane Duren, Rising City, NE
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Thank you to Scott Herrick, Franklin, NE
for serving on the NSA Board for six years.

A full page of 2016 banquet and awards photos
are on Page 13.
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Grand Champion 4-H Simmental Purebred Breeding Heifer

2016 Nebraska State Fair

Shown by

Carly Rains, Dorchester, NE

Res. Grand Champion 4-H Simmental Purebred Breeding Heifer 

2016 Nebraska State Fair

Shown by

Stephanie Kersten, Gretna, NE

2016 Officers/Trustees Nebraska Jr Simmental Association
Bradie Schmidt –  President- 402-478-4363;kka@valmont.com

Kylie Volk –Vice-President, 402-478-4565;volkjk@aol.com

Taylor Falkenstine –Secretary 406-845-2310; windwalker5867@hotmail.com

Lauren Trauernicht – News Reporter, 402-239-4517; lolohope01@gmail.com

Natalie Trauernicht - Trustee; 402-239-6767; dtrauernicht@diodecom.net

Courtney Bockman – Trustee

Stephanie Kersten – Trustee

Grand Champion 4-H Simmental Foundation Breeding Heifer

2016 Nebraska State Fair

Shown by

Braden Benes, Albion, NE

Res. Grand Champion 4-H Simmental Foundation 

Breeding Heifer 

2016 Nebraska State Fair

Shown by

Andrew Nelson, Gretna, NE

Congratulations to the 4-H Exhibitors of Simmental Genetics at the 2016 NE State
Fair! We are very proud of you for representing our Simmental breed with 

such great genetics! Your hard work paid off!

www.nesimmental.com8    The Scoop     Fall  2016
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Dr. Phil Buhman- Preferred Genetics Wins 

2016 Outstanding Service Award
The NSA recently recognized Dr. Phil Buhman of Columbus, NE, at their

annual banquet for the 2016 Outstanding Service Award.  The award is to rec-

ognize a person or persons for their commitment to our state breed associa-

tion and cattle industry.

Dr. Phil has been instru-

mental in the practice of

embryo transfer, not only in

Nebraska, but world-wide.

He has been very supp-

portive of the Simmental

breed for many years, along

with supporting local, re-

gional and national events

the the NE Simmental Asso-

ciation has hosted and also

a 20 year supporter of the

NE Jr. Beef Expo. 

We appreciate  Dr. Phil

Buhman’s dedication to the

NE Simmental Association

and to the future of the Sim-

mental breed. 

Left to right: Dr. Phil Buhman, Preferred Genetics, Colum-

bus, NE accepting the  2016 Outstanding Service Award

from the NSA.  President, Nick Petersen, Fremont, NE

2016 ASA Bronze Merit 

Award Winner 
Bradie Schmidt, Arlington, NE.

Pictured with Nick Petersen, President

A special

“Thank You” to

Matt Lowery,

Burwell, NE; for

helping to auc-

tion the Scoop

premium pages,

semen and the

scholarship

items.

2016 NSA Banquet & Awards Photos

2016 Commercial Producer of the Year

Terry & Karen Papa of Linwood, NE.

Pictured with Nick Petersen, President
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Premier Breeder &  Exhibitor

Division A:  Volk Livestock, left

Battle Creek, NE -2015 NE State Fair
Pictured with Nick Petersen, President

Reserve Breeder & Exhibitor

Division A:  BF Black Simmentals,

Auburn, NE -2015 NE State Fair
Pictured with Nick Petersen, President

Premier Breeder &  

Premier Exhibitor 

Division B:

Felt Farms, Wakefield, NE

2015 NE State Fair
Pictured with Nick Petersen, President

Premier Breeder &  

Premier Exhibitor 

Division B: Ruth Simmentals,

Rising City, NE 2015 NE State Fair
Pictured with Nick Petersen, President

Breeder of Purebred Futurity Heifer

at the 2015 NJBE Show

Felt Farms, Wakefield, NE
Pictured with Nick Petersen, President

Breeder of Champion Percentage Futurity

Heifer and Breeder of Champion Percentage

Breeding Heifer at the 2015 NJBE Show

Lauren Trauernicht, Wymore, NE

Pictured with Nick Petersen, President

Breeder of Futurity Market Animal

at the 2015 NJBE Show

Wiese Cattle, Lindsay, NE 

Photo Not Available

2016 Commercial Producer of the Year

Bernard & Robyn Harms, and daugh-

ter Taylor, of Dodge, NE



2016 Husker Harvest Days 

Grand Island, NE

NE Cattlemen’s Classic 2017 Entries
Now is the time to be thinking about your entries to the 2017 NE Cattlemen’s Classic in February.   Please

contact Diane Duren if you are in need of any information for entries due November 25th at 402-367-2272. Re-

member we will show the 3/4 bloods with the PB’s. For all animals entered to show and sale at the NE Cat-

tlemen’s Classic they must be considered TF (Tested Free), or PF (Pedigree Free), or DF (Documented

Free) or AF (Assumed Free).  Other entries that show up as PR (Population Risk) or CL (Carrier in Lin-

eage) must be blood tested and be considered TF, or PF, or DF, or AF by the ASA by January 1st (not

just submitted for testing by January 1st).  All substituted animals must be blood tested and be consid-

ered TF, or PF, or DF, or AF by the ASA by February 3rd. Any entry that is considered TC (Tested Car-

rier) is not eligible to show/sale in the Simmental division. (Please let Diane know if you are substituting)

Diane will have some blood kits on hand at her office, too. 

NE Jr. Beef Expo - June 2-4, 2017
Norfolk, NE -- Make Plans to Attend!

Get To Know Your NSA Board Member!
My name is John L. McBee, and I am the manager at BF Black Simmentals for owners, Bill and Lana Fulton in Auburn, Nebraska.  Gwen

and I came to assist Bill in marketing, feeding and expansion of their embryo program.  Bill and I are two seasoned breeders enjoying work-

ing together to advance the BF Black Simmental program.

Gwen and I have been happily married for 41 years.  We have two children, Heather and her husband Casey Ingram, and granddaugh-

ter, Kylea Ingram. Our son, J.T. McBee and Lynzey Windsor

Currently BF Black Simmentals are guest consigners in two annual sales.  The Head of the Class sale at Sanders Ranch in Louisburg,

Kansas, and Ladies of the Valley sale at West Point, Nebraska.  We sell numerous females (breds and opens) off of the farm by private treaty.

Bulls are also sold private treaty and various State Expo sales.  Between Bill and myself there are numerous repeat bull buyers.

We are very fortunate to have an elite line of top donors.  Currently, we put in approximately 140 embryos per year.  The majority of the

cows are used as recips.  One embryo is placed in each cow and then turned out with our top young BF Herd sires for a registerable calf.

BF Black Simmentals exhibits in local state fairs, the American Royal, and the National Western Stock Show, in individual classes and the pen bull show.

We have been junior advisors for various breed associations in multiple states.  I have been fortunate to manage several cattle operations in six states.  I was honored to have

been named Herdsman of the Year in two breeds.  Gwen and I have exhibited cattle all over the United States and Canada, and have been fortunate to have had 36 Denver Cham-

pions and countless statefair champions and division winners, and we still having fun doing so.  I have also been given the opportunity to judge many shows on the county, state,

and national levels.

My family originally raised Shorthorns in Central Missouri.  While still in high school, I served on the Shorthorn National Junior Board of Directors.  From that point on, I had the

good fortune to work with many elite breeders and owners in both herdsman and management positions such as: Erwin Serrien Custom Fitting Service; in Lincoln Kansas. Lone

Summit Ranches; Lee's Summit, Missouri, Dutton Brookfield owner, J.W. Brune Manager. Wingert Stock Farm; Ottawa, Kansas, George Wingert, owner.  J.W. Brune Manager. Mill-

creek Hereford Ranch;  Alma, Kansas, owned by Elizabeth Goodyear. Falklands Farm;  Schellsburg, Pennsylvania, owned by Leon Falk.  Paul Slayton, General Manager. Sabre

Farms; Chillicothe, Ohio, owned by Bill Gunlock, Billy Joe Armstrong, General Manager.  Mohican Farms; Glenmont, Ohio, owned by Conard Stitzlein; Circle A Ranch North;  Huntsville,

Missouri; David Gust Sr. owner. Grindstone Creek Farms; Sturgeon, Missouri; Dr. Michael and Christine Kaplan, owners.

If there is one thing we enjoy it is talking cattle.  Should you find yourself close to Auburn, give us a call and stop in to see us.    Respectfully,  John and Gwen McBee  
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2016 Nebraska State Fair Results2016 Nebraska State Fair Results

Shot of Whiskey

Prime Genetics, Kearney, NE

Champion Sr. Bull Calf

Low Percentage Bull Show

Felt Candy Man 41D

Felt Farms, Wakefield, NE

Res. Champion Jr. Bull Calf & Res. Grand

Champion Low Percentage Bull   

Low Percentage Bull Show

Rains Remorse D911

Rains Simmentals, Dorchester, NE

Champion Jr. Bull Calf & Grand Champion 

Percentage Bull & NE Bred Champion

Low Percentage Bull Show

Rains Loaded Look

Rains Simmentals, Dorchester, NE

Champion Jr. Bull Calf 

Purebred Bull Show

Allmosta Supreme Burn

Allmosta Farm Simmentals, Harlan, IA

Res. Champion Sr. Bull Calf  

Purebred Bull Show

Volk Outrage C301

Volk Livestock, Battle Creek, NE

Res. Champion Sr. Bull & Res. Grand 

Champion PB Bull & Champion NE Bred 

Purebred Bull Show

SC Pay the Price C11

Volk Livestock, Battle Creek, NE

Champion Sr. Bull & Grand Champion PB Bull

& 3rd Over All Breeds 

Purebred Bull Show

Volk Sundowner D605

Volk Livestock, Battle Creek, NE

Res. Champion Jr. Bull Calff  

Purebred Bull Show

Photo Not Available

AS Buddy 03D

Ames Simmentals, Wymore, NE

Res. Champion Sr. Bull Calf

Purebred Bull Show --  No Photo

Available

Volk Livestock, Battle Creek, NE

Champion Group of Five
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Volk Amanda D602

Volk Livestock, Battle Creek, NE
Champion Sr. Calf 

Purebred Female Show

Rains Guns n Ammo B921

Woerner Cattle Co., Wilber, NE

Champion Cow/Calf Pair
Purebred Female Show

BPFC Lady’s Girl 542C
Felt Farms, Wakefield, NE

Champion Jr. Heifer & 

Reserve Grand Champion Female
Purebred Female Show

ACLL Shannon 385C

Stephanie Kersten, Gretna, NE

Res. Champion Sr. Heifer  
Purebred Female Show

Ruth Ms C62

Jentri Sherman, Thedford, NE
Res. Champion Jr. Heifer 

Purebred Female Show

Congratulations
to all the exhibitors and winners
of  Grand,  Reserve and Division    

at the 
2016 NE State Fair!

VCLLKC Crystel CeCE513C

Stephanie Kersten, Gretna, NE

Champion Sr. Heifer  

& Grand Champ Purebred Female & Champion

NE Bred Female
Purebred Female Show

SC Imprint C104

Volk Livestock, Battle Creek, NE
Res. Champion Sr. Calf 

Purebred Female Show

Photo Not Available
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2016 Nebraska State Fair Results2016 Nebraska State Fair Results

Rising Heart Fortuna 521C

Miranda Raithel, Falls City, NE

Champion Sr. Calf & Champion NE Bred

Low Percentage Female Show

BF My Fair Lady D430

BF Black Simmentals, Auburn, NE

Champion Junior Calf

Purebred Female Show

Stormy 5217

Abby Nelson,Valparaiso, NE

Champion Sr. Heifer & Res. Grand Champion

Low Percentage Female

Low Percentage Female Show

JAH Miss One Honey

Harvey Show Cattle, Martell, NE

Champion Jr. Calf 

Low Percentage Female Show

Rains Dream Load 117

Rains Simmentals, Dorchester, NE

Res. Champion Jr. Calf 

Low Percentage Female Show

GTO Miss Selena 361C
Gana Cattle/Gateway Genetics, Martell & Albion, NE

Champion Jr. Heifer- Grand Champion Low % Simmen-

tal & Overall Supreme Breeding Heifer- Over All Breeds

Volk Blaze D619

Volk Livestock, Battle Creek, NE

Res. Champion Junior Calf

Purebred Female Show

AHLB Diamond 632D

Ahlberg Cattle, Longmont, CO

Res. Champion Sr. Calf 

Low Percentage Female Show

RBCK Sofie 7C

Porter Angus Ranch, Merna, NE

Res. Champion Sr. Heifer

Low Percentage Female Show --  No Photo Available

Volk Cow C348

Volk Livestock, Battle Creek, NE

Res. Champion Jr. Heifer

Low Percentage Female Show

Photo Not Available
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Calendar of  Events
October 2016

Oct 1-23 Breinig’s Heifer Sale- At the Ranch, Arapahoe, NE

Oct 15 New Direction Sale, Sloup Farms, Seward, NE - 1:00 PM

Oct 16 Ladies of the Valley 2nd Annual Sale- West Point, NE- 2:00 PM

Oct 28 Simmental Sale - Hale Arena-Kansas City, MO-1:00 PM

Oct 29 Simmental PTP Bull Show- Kansas City, MO- 5:00 PM

Oct 30 Simmental Junior Heifer Show followed by PTP Female Show – 

Hale Arena-Kansas City, MO- 8:00 AM- American Royal

November 2016
Nov 6 Triangle J Harvest Select Female Sale- Miller, NE, 1:00 PM

Nov 25 Deadline for entries for the Nebraska Cattlemen’s Classic

Nov 26 The Event, Hartman Sale Facility, Tecumseh, NE-1:00 PM

Nov 26 Foxy Ladies- Felt/Dunk Joint Sale- West Point, NE- 6:00 PM

December 2016
Dec 10 "Friends In Low Places" Online Elite Heifer Sale by 

Breedersworld.com- Sisco Brothers

Dec 11 Trauernicht’s Platinum Standard Sale, Beatrice 77, Beatrice, NE-NOON

January 2017
Jan 12-19 Simmental Week- National Western Stock Show- Denver, CO

Jan 28 Forster Farms 38th Annual Production Sale, Smithfield, NE

Jan 28 J & C Simmentals 22nd Annual Bull Sale- West Point, NE- 12:30 PM

Jan 30 Triangle J Ranch 27th Annual Bull Sale, Miller, NE- 1:00 PM

February 2017
Feb 2 Sisco Bros. 6th Annual "Winter Layaway" Online SimAngus Bull 

Sale -hosted by Cattle in Demand

Feb 12 Blue River Gang 35th Annual Sale, Rising City, NE-NOON

Feb 16 Felt Brand of Excellence Bull Sale, West Point, NE- NOON

Feb 19 Trauernicht’s 42nd Annual Bull Sale- Beatrice, NE -Noon

Feb 18-26 26th Annual Nebraska Cattlemen’s Classic, Kearney, NE

Feb 22 NSA Annual Banquet & Awards, Kearney, NE- 6:30 PM

Feb 23 Simmental Show and Sale, NCC, Kearney, NE-8:30 AM/2:30 PM

Please report your upcoming sale to Diane Duren so she

can get it on the sale calendar! 

J/F    J/F    J/F    J/F    J/F  J/F
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F o r  M o re  I n f o r m a t i o n ,  P l e a s e  C a l l :

Jon Jager (308) 452-3148
Gregg Jager (308) 452-4402 or (308) 379-2899

47021 775 A Rd      Hazard  NE  68844

PRIVATE TREATY SALE

SATURDAY, 
MARCH 11, 2017

Jager Farms
Simmentals

Thanks to all the buyers from our 2016 sale and
we would like to invite you to our...

NE Jr. Beef Expo
June 2-7, 2017
Norfolk, NE
Make Plans 
to Attend!

J/F    J/F    J/F    J/F    J/F   J/F

Call Diane Duren
to advertise in the SCOOP!

402-367-2272 
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