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Front Cover Design
by Diane K. Duren- 

Photomade possible by Ohlrichs Ranch, Norfolk, NE
Photo taken by Shannon Cook. 
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Hello 2017 and I wish all of you a joyous and prosperous
New Year! 

In December, I  attended the NE Cattlemen’s Conven-
tion in Kearney, NE, and had a trade-show booth.  The NSA
was well represented and I was able to talk to cattlemen
stopping by that inquired about Simmental genetics. I was
able to take a lot of Scoop publications and the Breeder’s Di-
rectory and hand these out as promotional material. 

While there, I had a nice visit with a long time Simmen-
tal breeder that had been a member at one time, then had-
n’t been, but  is again.  We had a great conversation and his
comment about needing to be a paid member has stuck with me and I encourage
all of you that aren’t paid members of the NSA to consider supporting our great
association.  He said, “Just because i don’t show in the show ring, or attend var-
ious other NSA events during the year, I still need to be a member because I ben-
efit from all of the work that the association does to promote our breed, and I need
to support those efforts by being a member and paying dues.”    For that, I ap-
preciate his comments and him recognizing our  hard work does make a differ-
ence. Thank you Loren Berger!

We have a stout set of Simmental cattle consigned to the NE Cattlemen’s
Classic. We will have one show this year since we don’t have enough entries for
Percentage and Purebred in each division (remember the 3/4 bloods show with
the PB’s). The champions from this show will go on to Supreme. We encourage
you to visit Kearney, NE, for the NE Cattlemen’s Classic and to attend the Sim-
mental Show and Sale on Thursday, February 23rd. The show will be held at 8:30
AM and the sale will be held at 1:30 PM. We hope to see you there. 

We will be having our annual banquet/awards in Kearney on Wednesday,
Feb. 22nd. Watch for more details in the mail and email. 

This edition of the Scoop is jam packed with ads.  Please take the time to
look at all of the breeder’s ads and make plans to attend many of the production
sales advertised in this edition. I will be taking extra copies to the Cattlemen’s
Classic along with of some of the upcoming production sales that I can attend. 

In closing, I hope to see many of you in Kearney or at upcoming production
sales. Until next time, Diane

From the NSA Executive Director..........
Diane Duren, Rising City, NE

www.nesimmental.com
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From the NSA President...Brandon Luebbe, Staplehurst, NE
Every year I say the year went too fast and here we go again to 2017. I asked

many people if they have ever seen it rain on Christmas day and the response I
get was not that they could remember.   Crazy how different the weather can be
from year to year.

We begin 2017 with a different President of the United States and cattle
prices that are lower, but they have rebounded some towards the end of the year
and corn and bean prices are staying level.   As we get ready for the bull sales
coming up it’s important to stay positive and know there is a high demand for Sim-
mental genetics.

The Cattlemen’s Classic is coming up in February and I encourage you to
check out the offering of cattle, and also we are bringing the banquet back to
Kearney, so hopefully you can attend as it is a fun event that helps out the Ne-
braska Simmental Association.

My favorite time of the year is getting close to starting with calving as we
see those new calves hit the ground, and see what matings worked and didn’t
work.  We also get to see the different sire groups and compare with other breed-
ers and the different embryo matings excite me the most because they are out of
some of the best cows in the breed.  

Good luck to all the breeders with their bull sales as they start to kick off in
January.   Hope all goes well with calving as the weather changes and fighting
through the up and down Nebraska weather can be challenging.   Hope to see a
lot of you in Kearney at the banquet on Wednesday, February 22nd, as we know
it will be a very busy time of the year.   Also, good luck to any breeders heading
to the National Western Stock show that are showing in the “Yards” or “On the Hill”
or even selling cattle and embryos.

Here’s to a great 2017 year!

Brandon Luebbe
NSA President
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Congratulations to the 
2016 NE State Fair 

Nebraska Simmental Assn.
Premier Breeders & Exhibitors!

Division A:  (8 or more)r
Premier Exhibitor/ Premier Breeder

Volk Livestock/Dean Volk, 
Battle Creek, NE

Res. Breeder
Rains Simmentals, Dorchester, NE

Res. Exhibitor
Felt Farms, Wakefield, NE

Division B: (7 or less)
Premier Exhibitor: 

Ruth Simmentals, Rising City, NE
Reserve Exhibitor:

BF Black Simmentals, Auburn, NE  
Premier Breeder:

BF Black Simmentals, Auburn, NE
Reserve Breeder: TIE

River Lane Simmentals, Brady, NE
& Ahlberg Cattle, Longmont, CO

Congratulations to all of you.   A plaque will be
awarded at the 2017 Annual Banquet in Kearney.

It's here! The Spring 2017 evaluation includes a multi-breed Stay EPD
using the much anticipated new genetic evaluation software, dubbed
BOLT (Biometric Open Language Tools). The Stay EPD uses a random
regression approach to predict stayability

developed by Dr. Janusz Jamrozik and colleagues from the Univer-
sity of Guelph and the Canadian Simmental Association. Dr. Scott Spei-
del at Colorado State University, Dr. Bruce Golden (Theta Solutions), and
the genetics team at International Genetic Solutions (IGS) (Lauren Hyde,
Wade Shafer, Mahdi Saatchi, and Steve McGuire) worked together to in-
corporate the new methodology into the IGS evaluation. The new staya-
bility evaluation includes data on animals of varying breed composition,
directly incorporates genomic data, produces true accuracy values and
provides Stay EPDs to all IGS partners on a common base.

Features of the Multi-breed stayability with BOLT:
1) Multi-breed stayability. As mentioned, the new Stay EPD is calcu-

lated for all cattle in the database (not just for purebred and fullblood Sim-
mental, as it was in past evaluations). The calculation of EPDs in this
fashion required the new evaluation to account for heterosis, which can
be sizable for a trait like stayability. Because stayability has a major im-
pact on profit, having Stay EPDs on all cattle will substantially improve
the ability of the All Purpose Index to predict differences in profit on hy-
brid and cattle of other breeds.

2) Direct incorporation of genomic data. This evaluation represents
the first time "Single Step" methodology has been used in the beef in-
dustry on a large database. The innovative approach refers to DNA
marker results being incorporated directly into the genetic evaluation,
rather than being incorporated post evaluation or as a correlated trait.
Single Step is widely accepted as the most powerful means of leverag-
ing DNA for genetic prediction. The use of a Single Step approach on a
large database (the largest in the beef industry) was made possible
through the use of BOLT, ASA's revolutionary new software developed by
researchers Dorian Garrick and Bruce Golden through Operation Quan-
tum Leap.

3) More "accurate" prediction of accuracy. Prior to BOLT, the calcu-
lation of EPD accuracy was relegated to using indirect methods that were
very imprecise, which commonly resulted in calculated accuracies being
a poor estimate of the EPD';s true accuracy, i.e., an EPD assigned a high
accuracy may have truly been a low accuracy EPD and vice versa. Until
the development of BOLT, the direct calculation of accuracy was thought
to be impossible on a large database due to computational limitations. By
leveraging statistical methodology unique to genetic evaluation and cut-
ting-edge computer programming, BOLT calculates accuracy directly,
thereby making it a much more "accurate" estimate of true accuracy.

Because the indirect methods used prior to BOLT tended to overes-
timate accuracy, you will notice that the accuracies associated with our
new Stay EPDs will tend to be lower than the accuracies calculated in the
prior evaluation of stayability. This does not mean that we are predicting
stayability less accurately than we did in our previous evaluation--in fact,
due to BOLT's ability to leverage phenotypes and genotypes more ef-

fectively we are actually predicting stayability with considerably more
accuracy--it does mean that the published accuracy is now a better
gauge of how much confidence you should have in an EPD. This fact
will help seedstock and commercial producers better manage selec-
tion risk.

4) Change in base. Breeders will see significant movement in Stay
EPDs from previous evaluations, not only because of improvements in
methodology, but also because of a change in base. However, chang-
ing the base does not affect the ranking of cattle; it simply shifts all
EPDs up or down by the same increment. For a point of reference, in
the prior evaluation 21 was the average Stay EPD on purebred ani-
mals born over the last 2 years, where the average on the same ani-
mals is 11 under our new system.

Multi-breed Stayability: First EPDs Using BOLT
By Drs. Jackie Atkins, Lauren Hyde, and Wade Shafer
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F o r  M o re  I n f o r m a t i o n ,  P l e a s e  C a l l :
Jon Jager (308) 452-3148

Gregg Jager (308) 452-4402 or (308) 379-2899
RR 1 Box 54     Hazard  NE  68844

PRIVATE TREATY SALE

SATURDAY, 
MARCH 11, 2017

Jager Farms
Simmentals

Thanks to all the buyers from our 2016 sale and
we would like to invite you to our...

J/F    J/F    J/F    J/F    J/F   J/F
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Calendar of  Events
January 2017

Jan 12-19 Simmental Week- National Western Stock Show- Denver, CO

Jan 28 Forster Farms 38th Annual Production Sale, Smithfield, NE-1 PM

Jan 28 J & C Simmentals 22nd Annual Bull Sale- West Point, NE- 12:30 PM

Jan 29 Triangle J Ranch 27th Annual Bull Sale, Miller, NE- 1:00 PM

Jan 30 APEX Cattle Co. Annual Bull Sale- at the Ranch, Dannebrog-1 PM

Jan 30-31 Sloup Simmentals & Friends Winter Event (Online Sale)

February 2017
Feb 2 Sisco Bros. 6th Annual "Winter Layaway" Online SimAngus Bull 

Sale -hosted by Cattle in Demand

Feb 4 Ohlrichs/Bellar Annual Bull Sale, OHL Ranch, Norfolk, NE 1 PM

Feb 5 Blue River Gang’s 35th Annual Sale, Rising City, NE-NOON

Feb 7 & 9 “The Event” Online Bull Sales, hosted by Cattle in Demand

Feb 16 Felt’s Brand of Excellence Bull Sale, West Point, NE- NOON

Feb 17 Sandy Acres Annual Bull Sale, Creighton Lvstck Mrkt, 1:00 PM

Feb 18 Best of Both Breeds, Ames Simmentals, Wymore, NE 

at the farm - Private Treaty - 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM

Feb 19 Trauernicht’s 42nd Annual Bull Sale- Beatrice, NE -Noon

Feb 18-26 26th Annual Nebraska Cattlemen’s Classic, Kearney, NE

Feb 22 NSA Annual Banquet & Awards, Kearney, NE- 6:30 PM

Feb 23 Simmental Show and Sale, NCC, Kearney, NE-8:30 AM/1:30 PM

March 2017
Mar 4 37th Annual Bull Sale- Flying H Genetics- Arapahoe, NE

Mar 4 Walsh’s Annual Bull Sale- Hubbard, NE begins at NOON

Mar 5 Gateway Genetics Versatility Bull Sale- Pierce, NE 

Mar 11 Jager’s Private Treaty Sale, Hazard, NE

Mar 11 Gonsior’s Annual Production Sale, Fullerton, NE

Mar 17 Gengenbach’s 9th Annual Production Sale, Imperial, NE-1 PM

May 2017
May 20 The Spring Turnout, Seward, NE- Sloup Simmentals

June 2017
June 2-4 20th Annual NE Jr. Beef Expo in Norfolk, NE
Please report your upcoming sale to Diane Duren!

NE Jr. Beef Expo - June 2-4, 2017
Norfolk, NE -- 

Make Plans to Attend!

2016/2017 Officers/Trustees 
Nebraska Jr. Simmental Association

Bradie Schmidt 
President- 402-478-4363;kka@valmont.com

Kylie Volk
Vice-President, 402-478-4565;volkjk@aol.com

Taylor Falkenstine
Secretary 406-845-2310; windwalker5867@hotmail.com

Lauren Trauernicht
News Reporter, 402-239-4517; lolohope01@gmail.com

Natalie Trauernicht
Trustee; 402-239-6767; dtrauernicht@diodecom.net

Courtney Bockman – Trustee
Stephanie Kersten – Trustee

Junior Advisors:
Jay & Kim Volk

Scott & Denielle Trauernicht

Call Diane Duren to advertise 
in the SCOOP! 
402-367-2272 

Spring 2017 EPDs Released
Updated EPDs and indexes can be found on ASA's Herdbook web-

site.  This evaluation ushers in ASA's first multi-breed stayability analy-
sis, where EPDs are calculated on animals of all breeds and breed
combinations.  The new stayability analysis achieves multiple first for
ASA and IGS.  Our STAY EPD is the first "Single Step" EPD ever pro-
duced in the beef industry on a large database.  Single Step refers to the
analysis being performed by incorporating DNA markers directly into the
genetic evaluation.  This approach leverages DNA in the most statisti-
cally effective way possible, yielding the most accurate EPDs possible.
The STAY EPD is also the first ever published via the industry's most ad-
vanced genetic evaluation software, BOLT (Biometric Open Language
Tools).  Over time, ASA's full array of EPDs will be transitioned to BOLT,
which will ensure that our members and their customers will have the
most accurate EPDs attainable when making selection decisions.     



Lot # 112 $5,000
LHT Mr. Top Grade 221C
MCM Top Grade 018X x LHT Ms. Dakota 41T - Bull
Buyer: Eddie Dorn, Filley, NE
Lot # 115 $4,500
LHT Mr. Denver 125C
EXAR Denver 2002B x LHT Ms. Hot Rod 145T – Bull 
Buyer: Jake Stowell, Frankfort, KS
Lot # 67 $4,300
LHT Ms. Hummer 242B
LHT Mr. Hummer 301X x 242
Bred to W/C Lock Down 206Z
Buyer: Rodger Buehler, Adams, NE
Lot # 1a $4,250
LHT Ms. Lock N Load 273C
Remington Lock N Load 54U x BWL Ginger 930Y 
Bred to TJ High Caliber 556B
Buyer: Dean Cattle Company, Douglas, NE

Lot # 12 $4,250
LHT Ms. Uprising 54C
LLSF Uprising Z925 x BWL Ginger 930Y
Bred to TJ High Caliber 556B
Buyer: Rains Simmentals, Dorchester, NE
Lot # 77 $4,000
LHT Ms. Valley 129C
S A V Angus Valley 1867 x LHT Ms. I Mountain 27A
Bred to W/C Executive Order 8543B
Buyer: Mike & Luke Pietzyk, Burr, NE
Lot # 79 $4,000
LHT Ms. Cash 250B
Barstow Cash x LHT Ms. Bismark 88Z
Bred to Laflin Wam Pum
Buyer: Mike & Luke Pietzyk, Burr, BE
Lot # 68 $3,750
LHT Ms. Steel Force 270B
SVF Steel Force S701 x T K Edella R372
Bred to W/C BF Innocent Man,Buyer: Mike & Luke Pietzyk, Burr,NE

2016 Trauernicht Simmentals Nebraska Platinum Standard Female Sale
Sunday, December 11, 2016 * Beatrice, NE

The 2016 Nebraska Platinum Standard Production Sale was held Sunday, December 11, 2016 at Beatrice 77 Livestock, NE. The host firm of Trauernicht Simmental once again
offered a functional set of hard working bred females along with an elite offering of open females and strong aged herd bull prospects. The breeders in this sale are very cus-
tomer orientated and it was apparent by the large number of repeat customers that filled their trailers sale day. Guest breeders in this sale are State Line Farm Simmentals and
Neumann Farms.

Lot # 71 $3,750
LHT Ms. Amigo 268B
GCF Mr. Amigo x LHT Ms. Teddy 309X
Bred to W/C Executive Order 8543B
Buyer: Courtney Lovett, Blue Hill, NE
Lot # 57 $3,700
JZ Ms. Freedom 07C
ASR Augustus Z2165 x HPF Independence X903
Bred to KnH Added Value 58W
Breeder: State Line Farm Simmentals
Buyer: Lehrman Family Simmentals, 
LLSF Uprising Z925 x Lazy H Miss Remington – Open
Buyer: Gary Stearns, North Platte, NE
Averages
7 Simmental & Sim-Influenced Opens avg- $2,921
72 Simmental & Sim-Influenced Breds avg- $2,560
7 Simmental & Sim-Influenced Bulls        avg-$3,050
5 Simmental & Sim-Influenced Fall Pairs avg-$2,540
91 Total Lots averaged $2,624
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